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882 Reviews of Books 

France it was merely a greed for revenge ! Frederick the Great is also 
represented as the friend of and sympathizer with America, in spite of 
much evidence to the contrary. The most interesting and valuable parts 
of this work are those which discuss subjects of German interest, but 
the limits of this review permit only a bare list of such subjects, and 
such a list is worth while because it is for these things that the book is 
worth consultation. Steuben's work and the German element in the 
army at Valley Forge are given fifteen pages. On page 158 of the 
second volume there is a curious and rather strained comparison of 
America in 1778 and Germany in 1815. The "hotter and swifter 
flowing colonial blood " is supposed to account for the fact that America 
in ten years succeeded in attaining a national constitution, while Ger- 
many delayed until 1871. This instance illustrates the author's peculiar 
tendency to philosophical generalizations of a fanciful nature. When 
the French begin to take active part in the struggle, Herr Pfister 
again takes occasion to draw attention to the " deutscher Anteil ", and 
Lafayette's services are compared with Steuben's (II, 353). Some 
interesting views of Frederick the Great are given (II, 160-168). After 
the story of the American Revolution is completed, the author con- 
tinues the history through the making of the Federal Constitution. He 
then sketches the expansion of the United States, and the influence of 
German migration — all in a rather eulogistic strain. He sees in the 
German struggle for unity an imitation of the American struggle, and 
he never misses throughout the book an opportunity to use American 
history to point a moral for the German people. On the whole, it is 
a curious book, well worth writing, even if peculiar in its workmanship. 
It ought to give German readers a kindly and not untrue impression 
of the American Revolution. C. H. Van Tyne. 

Winslow Papers, A. D. 17 76-18 26. Printed under the auspices of 
the New Brunswick Historical Society. Edited by Rev. William 
O. Raymond, M:A. (St. John, N. B. : The Sun Printing Com- 
pany, Ltd. 1 901. Pp. 732.) 

These are the papers of Judge Edward Winslow, of the Supreme 
Court of New Brunswick, who was a lineal descendant of Governor 
Edward Winslow of Plymouth colony. After his graduation from 
Harvard in 1765, he was associated with his father, an important office- 
holder of Plymouth, and he espoused the cause of the crown when the 
Revolution began. Gage appointed him to the offices of collector of the 
port of Boston and registrar of probate for Suffolk county, which he 
held until the evacuation, when he retired to Halifax, taking with him 
all the records; these, however, were returned after the peace. He was 
active during the war, and subsequently held many important posts for 
Nova Scotia and New Brunswick. He died in 1815. 

The publication of this collection is due to the generous cooperation 
of Francis E. Winslow, of Chatham, New Brunswick, and the New 
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Brunswick Historical Society. The volume was printed and ready in 
1901, but owing to an unavoidable concourse of circumstances its publi- 
cation was delayed until December, 1904. It is by far the most impor- 
tant single historical collection relating to the maritime provinces that 
has hitherto been issued. The editor brought to the work an unmatched 
knowledge of the men and events in New Brunswick for the period cov- 
ered by these papers, he holding an undisputed first place there as 
specialist for many years of American loyalist history. The volume 
teems with annotations by him, which elucidate the text. 

The papers presented are a selection out of a " mass of materials 
of varying degrees of interest and importance to be found in the orig- 
inal collection ", in the keeping of Francis E. Winslow, together with 
letters and documents possessed by other members of the family and 
some chosen from the Chipman papers, another unpublished mass of 
important papers to which the editor had free access. Only a few of 
them appeared in print before, as, for example, those to be found in 
the Proceedings of the Massachusetts Historical Society, second series, 
1886-1887, III, 64-94. Altogether the volume contains " about six hun- 
dred and fifty letters and documents written by about one hundred and 
seventy different persons and covering a period of nearly fifty years ". 
About one hundred and fifty of Edward Winslow's letters are presented, 
mostly from rough drafts. The whole material is arranged in chrono- 
logical order, from January 10, 1776, to January 11, 1826, and is made 
available by a copious index of over thirty-two closely-printed columns. 

One of the points of value in the book is the perfect clearness with 
which it lays bare the origin of the province of New Brunswick — why it 
was set off from Nova Scotia in 1784, a subject hitherto obscure. It 
was largely due to the insufficiency of the officials at Halifax, who were 
quite unable to cope with the difficulties of settling the loyalists in New 
Brunswick, on account of the slowness of communication and the desire 
of the English government to form a new government in which offices 
could be provided for some of the loyalists who were well fitted for the 
places. The value of the papers for local history is immense, upon all 
kinds of matters connected with the province, and this is enhanced by 
the continuity of the material. It is discernible that Winslow was a 
chief adviser of Governor Carleton, and that Carleton was a devoted 
governor, but possessed of only moderate capacity. New light is par- 
ticularly shed on the province's history from 1800 to 1812. Sixteen 
plates of portraits, views, and autographs accompany the text. 

Victor Hugo Paltsits. 

The United States of America. By Edwin Erle Sparks, Ph.D. 

(New York and London : G. P. Putnam's Sons. 1904. Two 

vols., pp. xi, 425; viii, 385.) 

These volumes are not intended as a consecutive history of the 
United States. They are a series of studies in an interpretation of that 



